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January 29, 2002 



S.EJL Mcnsefior 
BaJtazarPotras Cardoso 
Araoblspo de Medda 

ydanatbUapude'Veoraiela RELEASED IN FULL 

Caracas, Venezuela 

Dear Brother Bishops: — • 

From January 28-30, 2002, Cardinals, Bishops, priests, women religions and lay people, 
delegates of the Bishops' Conferences of Canada* the United States and Latin America, as well 
ss Africa, Asia end Europe, have met at The Carhohc Urnvpraity of America in Washington. DC 
with experts of varioua fntwiarirmal mstjtnrimm to stnAyibai'tsm/i "Hr ^anfgfp g fa Cfjnfa] 
Economy" in order to seek alternatives to problems affecting the most impoverished people of 
the third world. 

We have bean shocked and deeply regret foe peUcate Mtuaneg that the Church ofVeneaaieJa Is 
experiencing. It is ahvays dangerous to mock the Church in hex dbctrino, in her lifo and in her 
pastors. Not even the Papal Representative has been immune from such attacks. 

We express our solidarity with the pilgrim people of God in Venezuela, particularly with its 
pastors, Wc are moved by the spirit of unity and communion, essential elements m the life of &e 
Church. We want to be with those who suffix for the salce of the GospeL 

Out prayers arc with you, convinced of the words of our Lord Jesus Christ: Do .not fear! "I will 
always be with you until the end of the world" (Mt 28, 20). 
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Bishop William S.i 
Bishop of Spokane 

Vice President, U.S. Conference of ' * . 
CatboliCvBiahop* 

Bishop Peter Schoaenbach 

General Secretary of the Canadian Conference 

of Catholic Bishops 




BjsJ^jpeal&^guwrRctes 
fishop of Texeoco 
General Societary 

Consejo Episcopal I . atip oatnericano 




Bishop Oswald Thomas Cohnao Gomis 
Bishop of Annradhapura 
General Secretary 

Federation of Asian Bishons* C uiif c i caeca 



Bishop Brendan O'Brien 
Archbishop of St John's 
Vice President, Canadian Conference 
Catholic Bis 




Bishop of Zipaquui 
President, CBLAM 



Archbisflep Laurentl&nsengwo P. 
Archdiocese of Kisangani 
' President of the Symposium of 
i Episcopal Conferences of Africa and 
/ Madagascar 
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